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WELCOME! 

Welcome to Idaho Falls, a city with a small town feel, big city amenities and a cost of living that 
is the envy of the nation. Eastern Idaho's infrastructure is world-class: 

Ë  Low power and utility rates through Idaho Falls Power and Rocky Mountain Power 

Ë  Abundant, clean water 

Ë  Available buildings and sites 

Ë  Excellent transportation system access via interstate, rail and air. 

Idaho Falls placed 28th out of 179 small cities in Forbes magazineôs 2008 report on the ñBest 
Small Places for Business and Careers.ò Forbes ranked Idaho Falls  

Ë 7th in job growth (5-year annualized figure),  

Ë 40th in educational attainment (the share of population over the age of 25 with a 
bachelorôs degree or higher), and  

Ë 88th for the cost of doing business (based on cost of labor, energy, taxes and office 
space. 

The Idaho Falls Business Location Profile describes why business leaders, government leaders, 
and eastern Idahoans think that Idaho Falls is such a great place to live, work and play.  

Location 

Idaho Falls is the economic and geographic 
center of eastern Idaho. Its location provides 
easy access to market centers in the 
western United States. Interstate 15 runs 
through Idaho Falls, and intersects with 
Interstate 86 just 50 miles south in 
Pocatello, providing easy, fast access in all 
directions. 

 

Commuting in Eastern Idaho 

Commute time is nearly nonexistent in Eastern 
Idaho. More than 80 percent of the region's adult 
population lives less than 30 minutes from their place 
of employment.  
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Air Service 

The Idaho Falls Regional Airport is served by SkyWest-Delta Connection, Horizon Air, Allegiant 
Airlines, Northwest Airlines and United Airlines. You can catch a flight to dozens of destinations, 
through major hubs like Salt Lake City, Denver and Minneapolis. It isn't uncommon for 
professionals living in eastern Idaho to fly out of the region for meetings or other business, and 
then return home the same day. 

The modern facility (terminal remodeled in 2002, runway rebuilt in 2008) also accommodates 
overnight freight services, business and charter jets, medical flights, and visiting aircraft too 
large for runways at nearby resorts of Jackson Hole and Sun Valley (e.g., Air Force One). 

Rail Service 

Historically, rail transportation has been important to eastern Idaho for the transfer of freight and 
goods, including raw, semi-processed, and finished products. While trucking and air service now 
provide full service to the region, the region continues to enjoy superb access to rail service.  

For business requiring rail access, freight services are provided by the Union Pacific and the 
Eastern Idaho Railroad. The EIRR is one of the largest single shortline spin offs in U.P. history 
carrying a wide variety of products in its near 35,000 annual car-load capacity. 

Trucking 

The residents and businesses of eastern Idaho are served by scores of trucking and 
transportation companies, including freight lines, heavy hauling services, and liquid or dry bulk 
transfer. 
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GEOGRAPHY & 

CLIMATE 

Idaho Falls is located at an 
elevation of 4,730 feet on the 
eastern edge of the curved 
depression of the Snake River 
Plain that runs across southern 
Idaho. The Snake River Plain 
geology results from volcanic 
activity that is responsible for 
lava flows including Craters of 
the Moon and the geysers and 
hot springs of nearby 
Yellowstone National Park.  

The immediate area around Idaho Falls is 
known as high-altitude sagebrush-grassland 
steppe, and is considered a high desert, with 
annual precipitation of 10.9 in, mostly falling as 
winter snow and early spring and fall rains. The 
average snowfall is 37.5 in.  Seasonal and 
daily temperature extremes vary widely, from a 
high average in July of 86 °F to the average 
low in January of 10 °F.  

 


